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his brief essay and the catalogue of Byzantine 

lead seals that accompanies it represent, as 
currently planned, one of a series of (separate) f- 
nal reports on excavations at Aphrodisias. Several, 
like the present report, focus on “Byzantine 
Aphrodisias” (Stavropolis/Caria), including Robin 
Cormack’s survey of the buildings, Michael Hen- 
dy’s study of the Byzantine coins, and Charlotte 
Roueché’s publication of the Byzantine inscrip- 
tions. Particular attention is directed to the last- 
mentioned, since this report on seals and Mrs. 
Roueché’s inscription catalogue form companion 
studies and both should be consulted concerning 
prosopographical notices from the site. The seal 
finds at Aphrodisias total twenty-five specimens 
(including one blank) and, accordingly, comprise 
the largest group of Byzantine bullae which have 
been recovered from an excavated site in Asia Mi- 
nor.' The only comparable finds are fourteen seals 
from Pergamon which Regling published in 1913.2 
Among the seal finds at Aphrodisias, two bullae in 
particular—both seals of metropolitans of Stavro- 
polis/Caria—merit discussion in essay form; the 
remainder are commented upon in the catalogue. 
Aphrodisias, a metropolis of southeastern Asia 
Minor, was the diocesan center of the ecclesiastical 
province of Caria.° The see’s classical appellation 
persisted until the seventh century, when it was re- 
named Stavropolis, its denomination, for example, 
in the conciliar acts of 680.4 Recently Zacos and 
Veglery have published a seal which bears on the 
obverse a depiction of the archangel Michael 


''The seals were recovered in campaigns conducted between 
1962 and 1972. 

2K. Regling, Altertiimer von Pergamon, 1/2 (Berlin, 1913), 333— 
36. 

>The see is discussed by R. Janin, Dictionnaire d'histoire et de 
géographie ecclésiastiques, in DHGE, XI (1949), cols. 1035-38, and 
by V. Laurent, Le corpus des sceaux de empire byzantin (hereafter 
cited as Corpus), V/1 (Paris, 1963), 377-78. 

*The see was represented by “Theodore, by grace of God, 
bishop of Stavropolis”; see M. Le Quien, Oriens christianus, I (Paris, 
1740), col. 900. Bishop Sisinnios employed the same designa- 
tion at the Council in Trullo (691—92); ibid. The name Sta- 
vropolis is first attested in the ecthesis of the Pseudo-Epiphanios 
(seventh century); see Corpus, 378. 


standing, winged, with a labarum in the right hand, 
and flanked by two monograms resolving into the 
invocation “Commander of Hosts, help.”® The in- 
scription is completed on the reverse, where the 
name “Eustathios” appears in the form of a mon- 
ogram, accompanied by the circular inscription 
“Metropolitan of Stavropolis.” Neither the speci- 
men’s decoration nor its letter forms provide suf- 
ficient evidence for a precise date and the authors, 
quite properly, have labeled the specimen: “Eighth 
Century (°).” There can be little doubt, however, 
on the basis of general stylistic and epigraphic fea- 
tures, that this seal was issued either before 730 or 
in the period 787-815. The date of this specimen’s 
issue is also complicated by the fact that the see 
underwent a further change in name, but it is not 
clear when this change occured. The emergence of 
an alternative name is traceable in conciliar acts, 
beginning with the subscription list of the second 
council of Nicaea (787). At this council the see was 
represented by a deacon Theophylact; in subscrib- 
ing to the acts, Theophylact employs a formula in 
which Stavropolis is coupled with the designation 
Caria. The subscription reads: “Theophylact, dea- 
con and exarch, and representative of the throne 
of Stavropolis, that is Caria.”® In subsequent coun- 
cils, as Janin has noted, only the latter designation 
is used, although the former is preserved in epis- 
copal lists.’ From notices in conciliar acts it appears 
that at the end of the eighth century the name of 


°G. Zacos and A. Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals (Basel, 1972), 
no. 1351. 

®Le Quien, op. cit., col. 901. 

7 DHGE, col. 1036. As regards the designation Stavropolis, it 
should be observed that Zacos and Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals, 
no. 1732, have published a bull of the ninth century, bearing 
the inscription “Arsavir, dioicetes of Stavropolis.” The designa- 
tion on this specimen may be contrasted with a ninth-century 
seal of Metropolitan Sergios (Corpus, no. 514; cf. nos. 515—19), 
whereon appears the name Caria. Only the metropolitinate, it 
seems, adopted the denomination Caria; the bureaucracy con- 
tinued to employ the appellation Stavropolis. Interestingly, the 
name Stavropolis is used as a denomination of the see (in con- 
junction with the name Caria, however) on a dedicatory cross 
of the year 1172. See W. Buckler, “A Memento of Stavropolis,” 
BZ, 28 (1928), 99. In the fourteenth century, Stavropolis 
superseded Caria as the designation of the see in patriarchal 
and synodal councils. 
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the see was fluctuating and only in the ninth cen- 
tury did Caria become the metropolitanate’s com- 
mon designation. But this notion is contradicted 
by a seal in the Zacos/Veglery catalogue.® The spec- 
imen, stamped with the inscription “Mother of God, 
help Michael, metropolitan of Caria,’ is dated by 
the authors to the eighth century. Unfortunately, 
the specimen is weakly impressed and so its letter 
forms are not as distinct as one might wish for 
guaranteeing the period of its issue. Two well- 
preserved examples of this seal, however, have been 
recovered at Aphrodisias (see no. | in the present 
catalogue) and their epigraphic traits confirm the 
Zacos/Veglery date. Hence we may conclude that 
already in the eighth century Caria had replaced 
Stavropolis as the see’s denomination. The for- 
mula of identification which deacon Theophylact 
employed at the second council of Nicaea in 787 
does not signal that a process of name change had 
begun, but that, indeed, the name had changed. 
From all appearances, the iconographic seal of 
“Eustathios, metropolitan of Stavropolis” was is- 
sued before the advent of Iconoclasm and repre- 
sents the earliest extant seal of the “throne” of 
Stavropolis/Caria. 

The majority of the seal finds at Aphrodisias date 
from the tenth and eleventh centuries. Official seals 
are almost evenly divided between ecclesiastical and 
civil. Many of the former were issued by the met- 
ropolitans of the see, while the greater part of the 
latter derive from officials of the treasury. Among 
ecclesiastical seals is found an unknown seal of a 
Metropolitan John (our catalogue no. 6). It bears 
on each side an inscription of three lines; the whole 
reads: “Seal of the writings of John of Caria.” Con- 
ceivably this seal may have belonged to the John of 
Caria who is mentioned in a synodal act of 1030,9 
but in 1032 this John was succeeded by Constan- 
tine. On the other hand, the epigraphic character- 
istics of the present seal suggest a date in the middle 
or later decades of the eleventh century. The pos- 
sibility arises, then, that in the course of the elev- 
enth century at least two metropolitans by the name 
of John were in charge of the see of Caria. Few 
seals from the site date after the battle of Manzi- 
kert and the entrance of the Turks into Asia Minor. 
Indeed, the sigillographical record of Caria ends 


®Zacos and Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals, no. 939a. 

* Corpus, 380. It is to this John (loc. cit., no. 518) that Laurent 
has assigned a seal bearing on the obverse a portrait en buste of 
St. Michael and on the reverse the inscription, “Lord, help your 
servant John, metropolitan of Caria.” 
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well before Theodore Mankaphas’ attack on the city 
in 1188. 


CATALOGUE 


I. 


Michael, Metropolitan of Caria. Eighth Century 
Two examples: acc. nos. 63.293 and 66.155 (illus.) 
Diam.: 33 mm. and 28 mm. 


Obverse: legend of five lines: 


+ OE 
OTOKE 
BOHOEI 
MIXA 
HA + 


+ Oceotdxe Ponder MiyandA +. 
Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+MIT 
POTIOAI 
THKAP 
IAC + 


+ uttoeomodity Kaotacs +. 


A parallel specimen is published by Zacos and Ve- 
glery, Byzantine Lead Seals, no. 939a. The impor- 
tance of the series is discussed in the introduction 
to the present catalogue. 


2: 


Joseph, Metropolitan of Caria Tenth Century 
No accession number; not reproduced 
Diam.: 21 mm.; field: 15 mm. 


Obverse: portrait en buste of St. Michael, winged, 
holding a scepter in the left hand. At left: M—I; at 
right: X—A: Muya(vA). 


Reverse: cruciform monogram, composed of the 
letters phi (in center), omega, sigma, eta, and iota. 
Certain solution: ‘Iwoj@. In the four angles of 
the monogram, the legend: MPO-I1O-KA-PI : 


U(nt)eomoA((tns) Kaet(as). 


Laurent, Corpus, no. 515, publishes a parallel spec- 
imen. Apart from seals, this Joseph of Caria is un- 
known. Of interest is the iconography of the series. 
Like several of the occupants of the “throne” of 
Caria, Joseph pays honor to St. Michael. The arch- 
angel's portrait is found, for example, on an eighth- 


Cat. No. 10, Obverse Reverse Cat. No. 11, Obverse Reverse 


Cat. No. 12, Obverse Reverse Cat. No. 13, Obverse Reverse 


: ’ 


Cat. No. 14, Obverse Reverse 
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century seal of Metropolitan Eustathios (Zacos and 
Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals, no. 1351). Bust por- 
traits of St. Michael appear on the eleventh-century 
seals of Metropolitan John (Corpus, no. 518) and 
Metropolitan Eustratios (Corpus, no. 519). Appar- 
ently, the cult of St. Michael enjoyed a long period 
of popularity at Caria and it is likely that a major 
sanctuary within the see was dedicated to him. 


3: 


Michael, Metropolitan of Caria 
Acc. no. 63.77 (illus.) 
Diam.: 24 mm. 


Tenth Century 


Obverse: half-length depiction of St. Michael, winged, 
holding a scepter in the right hand. Around the 
archangel’s head, the legend: 


TASIAP; ROHO, : TaEtdo(ya) Bore. 


Reverse: legend of five lines: 


+ TWCOA, 
MIXAHAEA 
EWOVMHTP 
OMOAITH 
KAPIAC 


eos + T@ 0 S(ovAm) MuxyahrA &éw O(eo)t 
UntoonoA(ty Kaolas ... . 


A parallel specimen published by Laurent (Corpus, 
no. 516) is broken along the channel and only half 
of the seal is preserved. Without benefit of a sec- 
ond example, Laurent incorrectly judged the leg- 
end of the reverse to consist of six lines, beginning 
with the invocation “Lord help.” A singular feature 
marks the present specimen: a silver wash has been 
applied to its surface. Since the seal is well en- 
graved, someone may well have cherished the 
specimen and enhanced its surface with silver. 


Isaiah, Bishop of Brioula Tenth Century 

Acc. no. 66.319 (illus. [object reproduced is a plas- 
ter cast]) 

Diam.: 25 mm. 


Obverse: cross, set on four steps; from the base arise 
tendrils into the field. Circular inscription: + 
XPI:-TER;-TWCWAOVA:: + Xeoulo]té B(or))[O(Et) ] 
THO O® SOVA(O). 
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Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+ + ‘Hoata énioxdnw Bo[to]vAtac. 


This specimen, an example of a previously un- 
known series, is the earliest extant seal of a bishop 
of Brioula, a suffragan bishopric of Ephesos. Sev- 
eral forms of the name are attested: BotovAa, 
BotovA(A)a, BoveAov (see DHGE, X, 1938, col. 773; 
and Corpus, p. 197); the present seal introduces a 
further variant in orthography. 


ay 


Eusebios, Bishop of ...... (?) 
Acc. no. 66.320; chipped (illus.) 
Diam.: 19 mm. 


Tenth Century 


Obverse: cross, with two transverse bars. Along the 
circumference, remains of invocative legend: 
AOVA: . 


Reverse: legend of four lines: 


EVC. 
VIWETI 
KONQ. 
.CAC. 


Evo[e]u(@ éu<io>xé6nm...CAC.. 


The two final lines of the legend may read: 
[A]<e>[nloac[o]<t>, a suffragan bishopric of 
Perge. See H. Gelzer, Ungedruckte und ungentigend 
veriffentliche Texte der Notitiae episcopatuum (Munich, 
1901), 541. 


6. 


John (Metropolitan) of Caria Eleventh Century 
‘Iwo examples: acc. nos. 66.315 and 67.367 (illus.) 
Diam.: 23 mm. and 20 mm. 


Obverse: legend of three lines: 


=o 
—t-—Z@poeayi(s) tov yoapav — * —. 
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Reverse: legend of three lines: 


a 
IWAN 
NOVKA 
PIAC 
oe 


— + —Iwavvov Kaotas — x: -. 

This seal may have belonged to the John of Caria 
who is mentioned in a synodal act of 1030 (cf. Cor- 
pus, no. 518). But this John was soon succeeded by 
Constantine (1032) and the letter forms of the seal 
suggest a date in the middle or later decades of the 
eleventh century. 


Eleventh Century, 
Second Half 


Nicetas, Chartophylax 


Acc. no. 68.410 (illus.) 
Diam.: 30 mm. 


Obverse: half-length depiction of the Virgin, hold- 
ing the infant Christ on Her left arm. Visible at 
left: MEP. 


Reverse: legend of five lines: 


+ NIKH 
TANATNH 
XAPTO®V 
AAKACKE 

IYOIC 


+ Nuxjtav ayvi yaotomtAaxa oxémots. 


Laurent, publishing a parallel specimen (Corpus, no. 
93), has attributed this seal to a Nicetas who was 
archdeacon and chartophylax of the Great Church 
in 1076-77. 


8. 


Theodore, Imperial Spatharios 
and Curator 
Acc. no. 65.187 (illus.) 


Diam.: 23 mm. 


Ninth Century, 
First Half 


Obverse: Marial invocative monogram: Oscotdéxe 
Bortet. 
In the four angles: TW—-CW—-—AB —- AW. 


Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+ @EO 
A:-PWRS 
...O7 SK 
6OPATs 
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+ Ocod[d]low B(acdix@) [oma]d(aotw) (xat) xov- 
odt(oeL). 


9. 


John, Hypatos and Chartularios Ninth Century 
of the Genikon Logothesion 
Acc. no. 68.382 (illus.) 


Diam.: 28 mm. 


Obverse: cruciform invocative monogram, centered 
toward the left; only two letters, rho and epsilon, 
visible. In the four angles: .- W- CO-N : 
[K]<t>ove [o]a@oov. 


Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+IWMA . 
. HVII-SXAP 
 OTENIK . 
AOTO® 


+ "Iwad[v][v]n tx(atw) (xal) yae(tovAae(w) [t]ot 
vevix[ov] Aoyot(Eeotou). 


The invocative phrase “Lord save” is found on an- 
other specimen of the ninth century, a seal of Leo, 
imperial notarios of the genikon logothesion (Za- 
cos and Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals, no. 2127). In 
the latter instance, the two words are combined in 
a single monogram. 


10. 


Constantine, Patricios and 
Genikos Logothetes 
Acc. mo. 66.309 (illus.) 

Diam.: 24 mm. 


Tenth Century 


Obverse: ornamental cross, with two transverse bars, 
on four steps; along the circumference, the leg- 
end: +K€R........ WAOVAW : K(vovle Blonder 
Tw 6]@ SovA. 


Reverse: legend of five lines: 


. KWONCT 
ANTINOOT . 
TPIKIOS . . 
NIKWAOT . 

OAITH 


[+] Kovotavtivy afla]toixia (xai) [ye]vind 
Aoy[o]datty. 


Laurent has published (Corpus, II, 1981, no. 312) 
a similar seal from the collection of the Fogg Art 
Museum. The Fogg specimen is of lozenge form, 
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but bears the same alignment of letters as this spec- 
imen from Aphrodisias. ‘The two objects, however, 
do not share the same matrix. 


11. 


Kaleotes, Imperial Spatharios Tenth Century 
and Dioicetes 
Acc. no. 66.162 (illus.) 


Diam. 21 mm. 


Obverse: patriarchal cross, on four steps. Along the 
circumference, between a double border of dots, 
the invocation: KEROH@EIT. . .ASA: : K(voue 
Bonter tT[@ o@] SOVA(W). 


Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+KAA 
HOT R/CII 
A@AP:SAH 

VKIT: 


t+ Kadynot(n) B(aotdix@) onatao((w) (nat) dnv- 
XUT(H). 


12. 


Lykastos Dikeseo(n?), 
Protonotarios 

Acc. no. 66.310 (illus.) 

Diam.: 25 mm. 


Tenth Century 


Obverse: bust of the Virgin, with medallion of Christ 
before Her. At left and right, the customary sigla: 
MP-OV. Along the circumference, the invocation: 
t OKEROHO/TWCWA: : + O(eotd)xe PorO(er) 
TO) OG S(OVAD). 


Reverse: legend of five lines: 


+tAVK 
ACTOA 
NOTAPH 
TOAVK 
HCE, 


+ Avxdoto (tewto)votaey(w) 16 Avxnoéw(vt?). 


13. 


Theophylactos, Magistros Tenth Century 
No accession number; two halves (illus.) 
Diam.: 23 mm. 


Obverse: a peacock, with wings outspread. Along the 
circumference, the invocation: . . ROHOETW 
CWAOVAD ::: : [K(Geu)e] Borjte<t> tH ot So¥Aw. 


Reverse: legend of four lines: 


+ OE 
‘I-VAAKTW 
MALICP@ 
AMHN 


+ O&<o>qQvuAdxuto paylo<t>ew Gury. 


14. 


Stylianos, Imperial Spatharo- Tenth Century 
candidatos and Asecretis 
Acc. no. 65.506 (illus.) 


Diam.: 25 mm. 


Obverse: half-length portrait of the Virgin, with 
hands held before Her. 


Reverse: legend of five lines: 


. OKER 
.. VAIAN . 
... AOKA . 
.. AATS.. 

. KPI. 


[+] O(eoto)xe B(ojter) [Xt]vAtav[a] [B(aovArx@) 
on}or8(ag0)xafv][Si]8at(~) (nat) [ao] fq]xo{t(ts)]. 


Among the seal finds from Aphrodisias are several 
specimens that are heavily weathered or badly 
chipped; in addition, there are a number that bear 
inscriptions without historical significance. It seems 
best simply to list these seals and describe them in 
summary fashion. None are reproduced. 


15. Iconographic seal of the sixth century (acc. no. 
62.22). On the obverse appears a column in cen- 
ter, with a christogram above and palm trees at 
left and right. The reverse is blank. 


16. A seal of the eighth century (acc. no. 66.42), 
bearing on the obverse an invocative monogram 
and the phrase “your servant” in the four angles. 
The reverse has a legend of five lines. The name 
of the owner is problematic, but one can discern 
the title “notarios,” and seemingly the seal’s owner 
was notarios of the genikon logothesion. 


17. An unused seal blank (acc. no. 65.61). Curi- 
ously the specimen bears on one side a large beta. 


18. A seal (badly chipped) of the tenth century (acc. 
no. 68.410), with four fleurs-de-lis on the ob- 
verse. The reverse is impressed with an inscrip- 
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tion of five lines. In the first two lines one seems 
to discern the name “John” and the title “impe- 
rial protospatharios.” 


19. A seal (partially impressed) of the tenth cen- 
tury (acc. no. 65.454), bearing on the obverse a 
portrait en buste of the Virgin; along the circum- 
ference, an invocation. The reverse carries a 
legend of three lines, commencing with the name 
“Joseph.” 


20. A seal of the eleventh century (acc. no. 65.188), 


decorated on the obverse with an ornamental 
cross, on three steps; along the circumference, 
the invocation “Lord help your servant.” The re- 
verse has a legend of five lines: 2t(av)edc¢ xoa- 
TEO(S) TV YEYVOAUUE(VwV) PLAGE. 
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21. A seal of the eleventh century (acc. no. 67.439), 
with three lines of inscription on each side. Ob- 
verse: + Zxémous Muyan[A]. Reverse: Tov Adtonv 
Tw[a]vvn(v) . 


22. A seal of the eleventh century, bearing a depic- 
tion of the Virgin on the obverse; the reverse 
(heavily weathered) is overstruck. 


23. An iconographic seal of the eleventh century, 
bearing on the obverse a depiction of the Virgin, 
holding the infant Christ on Her left arm; on 
the reverse appears a bishop saint, holding a book 
in the left hand. The figure is probably St. Nich- 
olas. 


The Gennadius Library 
Athens 


